BY ORDER OF THE  SHAH

embarked upon his most formidable project, the defeat of
Bayazid, a rival Asian conqueror, whose stronghold was
in Angora.

Timur went far afield, not to conquer but to plunder
for treasure. Excessively cruel, he was popularly supposed
never to go to bed without having murdered somebody.
His besetting sin was avarice. Once when he was out
shooting he missed a deer. Shortly afterwards a peasant
came by carrying a slain deer.

"He has killed my quarry,35 said the king. "Off with
his ears."

The man offered the guards all the money he carried
if they only cut a slice off each. Overhearing, the king
promised the man his freedom if the money were paid
direct to him. The petty sum involved was four rials (a
shilling}/

Samarkand, once the capital of Genghis Khan, became
known as the Blue City, from the tiles Timur brought
from Herat. Like all nomads, he liked the blue of distant
skies and high mountains. At Samarkand he heaped the
treasures of Asia. In his palace courtyard he had a tree
with a golden trunk, silver branches and leaves, and fruit
of precious stones. On his triumphal return as an old
man, in a wave of enthusiasm he assembed an army of
two hundred thousand for a holy war against China.
After an orgy of feasting and licentious carnival he marched
on Cathay. In 1405, like Alexander, but nearly three
times his age, Timur died of fever at Otrar. As he had
wished, the army moved on, his riderless horse led beneath
his standard. He had appointed Pir Muhammad, son of
Jehangir, as successor, bidding him live at Samarkand
with absolute civil and military authority; but when the
body returned, dissension broke out, the army retracing its
steps and catching up the funeral cortege. They found
Samarkand closed, with Timur*s grandson installed. He
lived riotiously and the great empire soon fell to pieces*
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